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The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes
me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside
still waters; he restores my soul. Psalm 23: 1-3

Minister’s Letter
Dear Friends,
The Sabbatical is over and it is back to normal! It has
been a wonderful three months and the gift of time free
from ministerial responsibilities has been much
appreciated. I have been able to read, visit Benedictine
communities, have quality time with Gail and the family ... and spend a few extra
days on the Keighley & Worth Valley Railway!
Quite a bit of time was spent away from home and it was interesting to return
to Keighley and note various changes after each visit, for instance the
“unwrapping” of the new College building and the opening of ASDA, with
accompanying road changes. Quite a transformation is now taking place in that
part of the town.
Change is something we all have to live with, and while often we are reluctant
to accept it, it remains a fact that change is a sign of life! How would we feel if
there was no change in the seasons or if it always rained or the sun always
shone? Change is built into God’s creation. However much we might want to
hold on to things the reality is that life offers us a variety of experiences because
of change. And some changes are for the better!
For us as Christians however there is something very special that we should
hold on to. Amidst all the changes round about us our faith teaches us that God
is changeless in his love and care to each one of us. As we sometimes sing
(Hymns & Psalms 710): “Faint not nor fear, his arm is near; he changes not, and
thou art dear”.
As Methodists locally move into the
new “Airedale Circuit” there will be
significant changes. Just look at the
ethodist Circui
size of the Circuit Plan for a start! But
the “Mapping A Way Forward” process
offers the opportunity to review strategy for mission and become more effective
in outreach, not least through combining our diminishing resources of finance
and members.
And so I close this letter by quoting the words of another hymn (Hymns &
Psalms 73) which we might take on board at this time:

Airedale

“Through all the changing scenes of life, In trouble and in joy;
The praises of my God shall still my heart and tongue employ”.
Peace & Love,
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Minister: Rev John Hudson
01535 602669
e-mail: john.316@virgin.net
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Coffee & Cakes

3

Good News
Ordination
Congratulations to Stacee on her
ordination at the end of June (photo
opposite). She then had to move house
when she accepted a new appointment
as Associate Pastor at Grace United
Methodist Church in Kokomo. So,
Stacee, Geoff and Evie (and Gustaf the
dog!) now live at:
147 S. Forest Drive, Kokomo,
Indiana 46901, USA

Pantomime
The script for Puss in Boots has been
completed over the Summer; we are now
sorting out the musical items to include in
it. Scripts will be finalised and given out
on Friday 16th October and rehearsals
start on Monday 2nd November. All the
kids are looking forward to starting again.
Book the show dates 13-20 February!

Engagement
Congratulations too to Joy and David
(pictured below) on their engagement
last month. They are planning to marry
at Oakworth on 28th August 2010. We
pray God’s blessing on them and their
families in this year of preparation.

Summer Events
Thank you to Kath and John for
hosting the Coffee and Cakes event in
June (see previous page). Everyone
enjoyed the food, fellowship and garden,
raising £180 for church funds.
The following Saturday was Gala Day
in Oakworth and the crowds flocked to
the field. The entertainment was enjoyed
by all and the races were popular too
(see opposite). Our refreshment tent did
a roaring trade, netting £260.
On Sunday a week later, our young
people led the All Age Pantomime Praise
Service (see over) based on Marsaina’s
song “As long as he needs me“. We
explored the fact that God needs each
one of us, using various song and dance
routines from Ali Baba.
The same afternoon, we went up to
Newsholme for the annual Barbecue at
Jane and Andrew’s (see over). Thanks
go to all the team for another great
afternoon of food and fellowship, which
raised a further £215.
All the events were well supported
and we thank everyone for the part they
played in their success.

Church Calendar
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The 2010 Calendar is now being
compiled and will include more scenic
pictures this year. The price has been
held at £3.50 - orders to David please.

Village Gala
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Pantomime Praise
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Barbecue
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News Snippets
Ladies’ Group
The Summer coach outing to Island
Truffles & Treats at Horbury nr Wakefield
was thoroughly enjoyed by all who went.
They had a meal together and watched a
truffle making demonstration before
being entertained by a man singing Cliff
Richard songs. He then got the ladies up
to join in - as you can see in the photos
below.
The Autumn programme starts on
15th September at 1.45 pm when Rev Alf
Waite will talk about Royalty. All ladies
are most welcome to attend.
You are also invited to a concert to be
given by the Cobbydale Singers on
Saturday 19th September at 7.30 pm in
aid of Lifeboats and Church Funds. More
details on page 17.

Opera in the Park
A group of friends from church had a
great time again on the annual outing to
Harewood House for Opera in the Park.

Luncheon Club
Luncheon Club re-opens on Tuesday
8th September and we look forward to
welcoming back all our diners.
Some of the Staff will be retiring next
year and we are looking for volunteers to
work alongside them this year ready to
take over when they leave. Do you know
anyone who may be interested? Have a
word with any of the present staff.

Newsletters
To tie in with the new Circuit News,
this Newsletter will now be published
quarterly for a trial period. A monthly
News Update will be given out at church
at the beginning of the other months.
Constructive comments welcome!
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Wednesday Club

During the Summer months we managed
to find three sunny evenings to enjoy the
countryside around us. In June we
walked along the river from Bolton Bridge
to Bolton Abbey and back (photos on
cover - Terry was the only one to attempt
the stepping stones!) Bowls
and Putting in Myrtle Park
were the attractions in July
(photos above) and our walk
around Wycoller Country
Park last month included a
look round the museum
(photos below - yes, Terry
decided to go rock climbing!).

Howarth have your requests before the
day), a meal out at the Grouse and an
evening of home-made films at church.
Dates and times can be found in the
Diary on page 19. Do come along and
share fellowship with us - enjoy!

Our Autumn programme
includes a Musical Evening
at Kath’s - accompanied by
David Bury (let Kath or David
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Word Search: Judge Carefully
A man had four sons. He wanted them to learn to judge things
carefully, so he sent each on a quest to look at a pear tree far
away. The first son went in Winter, the second in Spring, the third
in Summer and the youngest in Autumn. After they all returned
home, he asked them to describe what they had seen. The first
son said the tree was ugly and twisted. The second son said it
was covered with green buds and full of promise. The third son
reported it was filled with sweet fragrant blossoms. The last son
disagreed with all of them and said it was heavy with ripe fruit.
The father pointed out that they were all correct for they had
each seen just one season of the tree’s life. He explained that we
cannot judge people or circumstances until all the pieces are
available to present a complete picture. Remember, don’t give up
hope when it is Winter, for you will miss the promise of Spring,
the beauty of Summer and the fulfilment of Autumn.
Find all
the blue
words
from the
passage
above in
the grid
opposite
and then
read the
message
hidden in
the
unused
letters!
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Chain of Love
On a dark, cold and wet November evening, an elderly lady was
struggling at the roadside with a flat tyre. A battered old car pulled up
and a scruffy young man got out and walked towards her. Despite his
smile the lady was a bit wary but no-one else had stopped to help her.
He told her to sit in his car while he changed the wheel. When he’d
finished she offered to pay him, but he didn’t want any money. He said
it wasn’t about money, it was about helping someone in need - and
there’d been plenty of people who’d helped him. He told her that if she
really wanted to pay him back all she had to do was to help someone
else who was in need. She thanked him and they went their separate
ways.
A few miles down the road, the lady stopped at a cafe for a hot drink.
The place was deserted except for a very pregnant waitress. It was a
bit of a dingy place but the waitress was pleasant and brought her a
towel to dry her hair. During their conversation it became obvious that
the waitress couldn’t afford to give up work until the baby was almost
due and the lady wondered how someone who had so little could be
so giving to a stranger - and then she remembered the young man
who’d helped her earlier.
She finished her drink and gave the waitress a £20
note. When the waitress went off to get change the
lady slipped out of the door. When the waitress came
back, she found a note written on a serviette, inside
which were wrapped four £20 notes. There were
tears in her eyes when she saw what the lady had
written:
‘This money is for you. A kind person helped me
the way I’m helping you. If you want to pay me back,
don’t let this chain of love end with you.’

True friends are like stars.
You may not see them, but they’re always there.
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Update on
Timothy

TIMOTHY KAWESA

This is the latest Progress Report on
Timothy - dated May 2009.
Timothy is now 11 years old. He goes to
Wakiso Junior School in primary 6. His
mother used to have a small business
which eventually ended due to very
limited resources. Margaret (mother)
really needs more help. The conditions
of living are not good; they do not have
good beddings, clothing and even food.
His mother is a very hard working lady.
She only needs an extra financial hand
and they will live a better life.
Otherwise Timothy is reading hard in
school and his class work is promising.
Thank you so much for educating him;
you have given him hope for a better
future. God Bless You.
Catherine Anuso - Social Worker.

Sunday School children wrote
letters to Timothy before the
holidays and sent some photos.

Our annual fundraising event for Timothy will take the form of yet another
popular TV Game Show. Following the success of “The Weakest Link” in
2007 and “Mr & Mrs” last year, we ask for your support this year at:

Jubilee Family Fortunes
Saturday 21st November at 7.00 pm
If your extended family/group of friends would like to
take part in one of the teams, please see Susan Shires.
Peter has already re-created the electronic scoreboard.
We shall be surveying groups of unsuspecting people over
the coming weeks to obtain realistic answers to the questions.
Tickets will be available next month - or come and pay on the door.
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We will continue to provide
information on Timothy as
it is received from Uganda.

Sponsor No. W-03-2006-69

Spurgeon’s Child Care
74 Wellingborough Road
Rushden
Northamptonshire
NN10 9TY
Tel: 01933 412412
Reg charity no 1081182

Project Work
As you reach the
top of Station Road,
you now see a brand
new Notice & Poster
Board in front of
church. With a new set
of posters to go in the
poster case, it presents
a much fresher image
for the church in this
Jubilee year.
This is just one of the three projects
which have been going on over the
summer, made possible by a Keighley
Community Chest grant of £200, a grant
of £450 from our Methodist Circuit and a
bequest of £500 from the estate of Enid
Noakes. The balance came from this
year’s fundraising. We are very grateful
for all this money and are delighted with
what it has allowed us to achieve.

The alarm system has been upgraded
to give more security and peace of mind.
The biggest job was the decoration of
the Wesley Room, which has been
undertaken by a working party of Sunday
School staff, partners and friends. A new
carpet has also been fitted and the
curtains have been replaced. What a
transformation - as can be seen in the
‘before and after’ photos below!

Alongside all this, Peter and David
have been working on the Concorde
Flight Deck, alias the new church and
pantomime audio/visual desk, which will
give much better control of
equipment & microphones.
This is being funded from
donations and the next
pantomime.
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Next April, it will be 50 years since our present church building opened
and we have decided to celebrate our Golden Jubilee Year with a whole
variety of special services and events. A small committee has been formed
to co-ordinate the celebrations and David Howarth, Andrew Houldsworth,
Maureen Haigh, Joyce Beer and Susan Shires will be calling for help from
many of you to share in the organisation of the various events.
The intention is to encourage as many as possible to get involved in our
Jubilee celebrations - members and friends who we see regularly, groups
who use our premises week by week, those who have been married or
baptised at the church - the list is endless. Perhaps some who have not been
to church for years might be encouraged to return for one of the events or
services ... and who knows where that will lead ...
A calendar of events has been drawn up and preparation for the first
ones is already under way. Some of them - like the Celebration of Marriage
and the Flower Festival - will be quite expensive to stage, others will cost very
little except the time of those who run them. However, there will be no charge
to come to any of the special Jubilee celebration events. A sum of money has
been set aside to launch the celebrations and donations towards the overall
Jubilee budget will be gratefully received from any who are happy to make
them at any time. We trust that costs will be covered in this way.
Details of the Autumn Jubilee events are given opposite - do come along
and celebrate with us. Normal fundraising events will have a Jubilee feel as
well, such as the Autumn Fayre detailed over the page.
We have invited previous ministers back to lead monthly Jubilee Services
from next month and we look forward to seeing Peter Fletcher and Michael
Appleyard in our pulpit in October and November. Gordon Webb has agreed
to lead the Carol Service in December and Marc Pattern will be here in
January. Others are still to arrange.
The Anniversary weekend itself is on 10th & 11th April when an exhibition
is being arranged tracking our history over the last 50 years. Peter Whittaker,
Chair of the District, will be leading the Golden Jubilee Service on the
Sunday. Alastair Sharp will be leading the Sunday School Anniversary on 9th
May and we hope to organise a Candlelight Cabaret and Mini Meal the
following weekend involving lots of different people and groups. Then, on the
weekend of 12th & 13th June, a Flower Festival is being organised and the
Sunday Service will take the form of a Celebration of Baptism, to which
everyone who has been baptised in the church will be invited.
So ... an exciting year ahead! We just ask for your prayerful
support of all that is being planned and your practical support
where possible. May this year be a time of rich blessing for us all.
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Celebration of Marriage
Saturday 10th October 4.00 pm
A short Thanksgiving Service
followed by a three course meal
We are inviting as many couples as we can trace
who were married at Oakworth Methodist Church
If you know the address of anyone who has not received
an invitation, please let David have it as soon as possible

We would like to encourage other members and friends
to come along after the meal, say from 6.30 pm, to
share in an informal social evening with our guests

As part of the Treasures Revealed in Bradford 2009 initiative

we are holding an Open Church day with refreshments

Saturday 24th October 10.00 am - 4.00 pm
Information about the
church will be shown
on the screen and
groups who use our
premises will be
invited to contribute
to an exhibition in the
hall. Come and see!

Hallelujah Party
Sunday 1st November
4.30 - 6.30 pm
For ALL Ages
Fun+Games ... Refreshments
Singalong ... Worship ... DVD
Jointly organised with friends from
Christ Church as an alternative to a Hallowe’en Party

15

All Age Worship
Harvest Festival

Sunday 20th September
10.30 am
All Age Worship for
Back to Church Sunday

led by Rev Charlotte Common
Flowers for the displays will be
gratefully received on the
Saturday morning
Gift envelopes will be available
for donations in lieu of fruit, etc.
for the Methodist Relief Fund
Invite someone BacktoChurch today

Sunday School Prize Giving & JMA Awards
Sunday 11th October
10.30 am
All Age Praise Service
Led by Louise, David and the
Young People, with our Youth
Praise Band and Songbirds

Remembrance Sunday
All Age Parade Service

Sunday 8th November
10.00 am - (NB early time)
Led by Rev Terry Porter
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At 10.45 am, those who wish to parade round
to the Cenotaph for the Memorial Service will
be led by the Uniformed Organisations

Fundraising Events
Oakworth Ladies’ Group invite you to a Concert given by

Cobbydale Singers
Saturday 19th September
at 7.30 pm
Tickets £4.00
Refreshments included
Proceeds for Lifeboats & Church Funds

Sunshine Bags

Maureen Haigh invites you to bring your

to church to be emptied on

Saturday 3rd October
10.00 to 11.30 am
and to stay for a chat over

Morning
Coffee

Autumn Fayre
Saturday 7th November
10.00 am to 1.00 pm
Lots of stalls to buy from
Get your Christmas presents!

Have a Coffee and a chat
Stay for Meat & Potato Pie and Pea Lunch.
Please sign the list in the porch when it goes up.

Share fellowship as you spend!
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Sunday Worship
& Young People
A warm welcome awaits you as we worship together
Sep 6 10.30 am Mr David Miller
13 10.30 am Rev John Hudson
20 10.30 am Rev Charlotte Common Harvest Festival - Back to Church - All Age Worship
7.30 pm Ecumenical Heartbeat Service - Methodist Church
27 10.30 am Mr Frank Hale & Mrs Joyce Hartley - Reader’s Service
6.00 pm Service at Oakworth Manor
Oct

4 10.30 am Mrs Anne Mott
11 10.30 am Louise, David + Young People - JMA Awards +
All Age Sunday School Prize Giving Praise Service
18 10.30 am Rev John Hudson - Holy Communion
7.30 pm Ecumenical Heartbeat Service - Christ Church
25 10.30 am Rev Peter Fletcher - Monthly Jubilee Service
6.00 pm Service at Oakworth Manor

Nov 1 10.30 am Church Stewards - Songs of Praise
8 10.00 am Rev Terry Porter Remembrance Sunday All Age Parade Service
10.45 am Memorial Service at the Cenotaph
15 10.30 am Rev John Hudson - Holy Communion
7.30 pm Ecumenical Heartbeat Service - Christ Church
22 10.30 am Rev Michael Appleyard - Monthly Jubilee Service
6.00 pm Service at Oakworth Manor
29 10.30 am Mr Dewar Wishart
6.00 pm Rev John Hudson - United Holy Communion at Methodist Church

Sunday School / Junior Church also meet at 10.30 am
All Children and Young People are welcome
Creche facilities are available when required
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Details of Circuit Events and Services can be found
in the Circuit News section of this Newsletter

Diary Dates
Tuesdays 11.30 am Senior Citizens’ Pre-lunch Fellowship
12.15 pm Senior Citizens’ Luncheon Club
Wed
Thu
Sat
Sun
Tue
Sat
Sat
Mon
Wed

SEPTEMBER 2009
2 11.00 am Monthly Prayer Time - in church
10 7.30 pm Airedale Circuit Inauguration Service - Victoria Hall
12 10.00 am Airedale Circuit Canal Walk - Bingley to Farnhill
13 all day Haworth Off-Road Marathon
15 1.45 pm Ladies’ Group - Royalty - Rev Alf Waite
19 2.30 pm Circuit JMA Beetle Drive - Keighley Shared Church
19 7.30 pm Ladies’ Group Concert - Cobbydale Singers
28 7.30 pm Pastoral Committee
30 7.30 pm Wednesday Club Musical Evening - Lower Scholes

Sat
Wed
Sat
Mon
Wed
Fri
Mon
Tue
Wed
Sat

OCTOBER 2009
3 10.00-11.30 Sunshine Bags + Morning Coffee
7 11.00 am Monthly Prayer Time - in church
10 4.00 pm Jubilee Celebration of Marriage + Social Evening
12 7.30 pm Church Council
14 7.00 pm Wednesday Club Meal - at The Grouse
16 6.30 pm Pantomime - Scripts issued - First read-through
19 7.30 pm Property Committee - 182 Sykes Head
20 1.45 pm Ladies’ Group - First Responders - Mark Burt
21 7.30 pm Time to Talk of God - Our Sacred Spaces - Lounge
24 10.00-4.00 Treasures Revealed Open Church + Refreshments

NOVEMBER 2009
Sun 1 4.30 pm Jubilee Hallelujah Party
Mon 2 7.00 pm Pantomime rehearsals commence
Wed 4 11.00 am Monthly Prayer Time - in church
Wed 4 7.30 pm Time to Talk of God - Biblical Sacred Spaces - Lounge
Sat 7 10.00-1.00 Jubilee Autumn Fayre + Lunch
Mon 9 7.30 pm Church Council
Wed 11 7.30 pm Wednesday Club Home Made Films - in church
Tue 17 7.00 pm Ladies’ Group Meal - at Chaplin’s
Information for December Newsletter to David this week please
Wed 18 7.30 pm Time to Talk of God - Every Bush is Burning! - Lounge
Sat 21 7.00 pm Jubilee Family Fortunes - Fundraising for Timothy

Further details and information can be found on our

Website: www.OakworthMethodists.org
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Bolton Abbey Walk

Editor: David J Howarth
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01535 215784
e-mail: DHowarth@OakworthMethodists.org

