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This garden hideaway was recently added to Pete & Ann Morrell’s amazing 
garden which our Wednesday Club visited in July.  More photos inside.



Dear Friends,
 Lately, I have taken a number of weddings and 
at nearly all of them we've heard again Paul's 
words to the church at Corinth:  
 'Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious 
or boastful or arrogant or rude. it does not insist on 
its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does 
not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth.' 
1 Corinthians 13:4-7.  
 I find that wedding guests usually listen to that bit more attentively than the 
preamble to the service. It's not surprising is it, for those words speak to all of us? 
As I'm reading them I'm often challenged about a specific behaviour or way of 
thinking in my own life and relationships. Although those words are particularly 
appropriate for a wedding, it's important to remember that isn't their original context.
 The members of the house churches in Corinth came from very diverse social 
and religious backgrounds. They were trying to put into practice the new way of 
Christ of living together as sisters and brothers in sharp contrast to the patriarchal 
culture of the day with the dominance-submission relationships typical of the 
Greco-Roman household. Understandably, there were many tensions. Since the 
customary behaviour rules no longer applied, the house churches had to find new 
ways and models of living together.
 It seems that some of the members were claiming higher spiritual gifts than 

others, thus heightening the 
differences between them. Some of 
them were interested in spiritual 
gifts not for the common good, but 
for their personal status. Paul 
responds by showing them 'a more 
excellent way’. Love, says Paul, is 
to be the supreme motivation for the 
manifestation of spiritual gifts, in 
fact, says Paul, unless everything 
we do and say is motivated by love 
then it's all useless rubbish.

 So the focus for these sayings about love is our life together in the church. 
Let's try to take these words to heart as we meet in our groups; plan and pray 
together; talk to and about one another; in our decision making; and in our worship.

  Shalom,    

   Sandie

Minister’s Letter
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Minister:  Rev Sandie Exley-Watts  

 01535 602669 
e-mail: sandie.exleywatts@airedalemethodists.org



The second Messy Church session in June 
took the theme of the Holy Spirit, whilst the 
July session took a holiday theme which 
included fishing!  Both were good sessions 
- 22 children in June and 12 in July (which 
was in the school holidays) as well as the 
adults who brought them and joined in.  The 
next Messy Church is on 26 September.
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The Oakworth Ladies' Group 
hosted a concert in June to 
raise funds for the their 
chosen charities for this year: 
The Meningitis Trust and the 
church. The Ritardandos  
entertained us with choral 
pieces, solos and sketches - 
giving us all an enjoyable 
Friday evening out!  

The Ritardandos in Concert
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Tea at the Ritz was another new event 
for us at Oakworth and it went really 
well!  Over 100 guests enjoyed an 
afternoon  of  elegance  and  relaxation
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in pleasant surroundings with delicious 
food and beautiful music.  The church 
was decorated with period and modern 
pictures and entertainment was 
provided by David, Glen and Louise.  
We will definitely be doing it again!



Oakworth Gala was just brilliant this 
year!  The weather, the crowds, the 
entertainment, the stalls, Oakworth 
Haul, children’s races - all superb!

Village Gala
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Pantomime Praise

Theme: I Dreamed a Dream!



Wednesday Club
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We enjoyed a walk round 
Sutton in June, looked round 
an amazing garden in July, 
created by Pete and Ann 
Morrell up at Far Low Bank 
and shared in 
some games 
at a Surprise 
Evening   last 
month.  Great!



Cream Teas
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The annual Cream Teas at the 
home of Kath & John Batty up at 
Lower Scholes in August were 
also enjoyed by a good number 
of friends.  As always, the view, 
the garden and the hospitality all 
added to the occasion and 
thanks go to all who helped.



News Snippets
Senior Citizens’ Luncheon Club
 A meeting was held last month to 
discuss the future of the Luncheon 
Club.  They are still urgently seeking a 
volunteer to work alternate Tuesdays 
to help with the cooking.  Anyone 
interested is asked to get in touch with 
Dorothy Robinson or Rodney Scull.  
Meanwhile, they have decided to 
continue until Christmas in the hope 
that someone will come forward.  A big 
thank you to all the volunteers who 
provide a wonderful service - especially 

those doing more weeks 
than normal to keep things 
going. Luncheon Club re-
opens on 10th September.

Timothy Kaweesa

Timothy in Uganda 
Timothy is now 15 years old and his latest report says 
the family are all well and working hard to improve 
the home situation.  Timothy writes:
 “How are you and how are the little boys and girls 
at the church in Sunday School?  I have written to 
thank you for paying my school fees and other things 
you offer me.  Let me also take this opportunity to 
inform you that next year I am going to Form three 
and I passed with flying colours.  I promise to keep 
it up.  May I inform you that I and my family are fine 
and they all wish a happy new year.  You have spent a lot of time not writing to 
me but I think you will soon write and we shall chat more through letters.  I have 
also written to inform you that my birthday is on 6th June every year.  The teams 
I prefer are:- Manchester United and Uganda Cranes.  By the way, don’t you 
think I need to know the teams you prefer?  In Uganda it has been a sunny 
season but today on 30th January we have started experiencing a rainy season 
and I think it is good that we are going to start cultivating food for the next sunny 
season.  Let me also inform you that I play for the school and am happy with it.  
May I also take this opportunity to thank you for supporting me educationally 
and also for being my sounding friends.”   Timothy Kaweesa

Christ Church Parish Weekend
 An invitation has been extended to 
us once again to join friends from Christ 
Church for their 2014 Parish Weekend 
at Green Gables Hotel, Scarborough - 
12th - 14th September 2014.  The cost 
is likely to be approximately £115 and 
a £20 deposit should be paid to David 
as soon as possible please.  We look 
forward to sharing with them again.
 (NB: They have chosen an earlier 
weekend this time and it clashes with 
the Yorkshireman Marathon at Haworth 
which will be on 14th September 2014)

In Memoriam
 We commend Andrew Beer, Jan 
Kendall and Ian John Kean into God’s 
hands, assuring family and friends of 
our continuing prayers and sympathy.
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Find all the 
blue words 
from the 
passage 
above in 
the grid 
opposite 
and then 
read the 
message 
hidden in 
the unused 
letters!

Letting Go ... Word Search

 The story is told of two monks who had gone on a day’s journey.  During the 
day the weather had become very nasty.  On the way home that evening they 
had to cross a flooded fjord where a woman who needed help to get to the other 
side was waiting.  Seeing her dilemma one of the monks picked her up and carried 
her across.  
 Later that evening the monk who didn’t help the woman condemned the one 
who did saying, “You were wrong this afternoon helping that lady. You know that 
in our order we are to have no dealings with the opposite sex.”  To which the other 
monk replied, “I carried her only across the stream. You are carrying her still.”
 When we carry hurts, grudges, resentments, guilt, grief or any unresolved 
issues from the past and fail to let go of them, we contaminate our present 
relationships with them.  As another said, “Every unshed tear [and unresolved 
negative emotion] is a prism through which all of life’s hurts are distorted.”
 True, we are to forget the past but we can’t until we resolve it.  Repressing 
hurts isn’t forgetting them.  All it does is bury them where they will take root, gather 
interest and come out in other damaging ways at a later time - either emotionally, 
relationally, and/or spiritually.  We need to get all of these pains off our chest, 
express them in creative ways, forgive whoever has hurt us, and then let go of 
them.  Only then can we truly forget those negative things which are behind and 
get on with our life, free of these encumbrances.
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All Age Worship

Sunday 15th September  
10.30 am

All Age Worship led by

Mrs Janet Clark

Please bring flowers for the 
displays on the Saturday morning

Tinned food welcome at the 
Service (to go to Salvation Army)

Gift envelopes will be available 
for donations in lieu of produce
 for the Methodist Relief Fund

Harvest Festival

Sunday 13th October Sunday 13th October Sunday 13th October Sunday 13th October 
10.30 am10.30 am10.30 am10.30 am

Led by Louise Makin, Led by Louise Makin, Led by Louise Makin, Led by Louise Makin, 

Helen Hudson, the Young Helen Hudson, the Young Helen Hudson, the Young Helen Hudson, the Young 

People and our Praise Band People and our Praise Band People and our Praise Band People and our Praise Band 

All Age Prize Giving All Age Prize Giving All Age Prize Giving All Age Prize Giving 

Praise Service Praise Service Praise Service Praise Service 

Remembrance Sunday 

All Age Parade Service

Sunday 10th November

10.00 am - (NB early time)

Led by Mrs Patricia Henny

At 10.40 am, those who wish to 

parade round to the Cenotaph for 

the Memorial Service will be led 

by the Uniformed Organisations
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Special Events

Maureen Haigh invites 
you to bring your 

 

to church to be emptied on

Saturday 5th October
10.00 to 11.30 am

and to stay for a chat over

Morning Coffee 

Sunday 8th September 
Please let Jane know if you can help   
with preparation on the Saturday, 
provide a cake, or serve on the day.

Yorkshireman Off Road Marathon at Haworth 

Saturday 2nd November

10.00 am to 1.00 pm

Lots of stalls to buy from
Get your Christmas presents!

Have a Coffee and a chat

Stay for Meat & Potato Pie 
and Pea Lunch

Please sign the list in the porch 
when it goes up

Share fellowship as you spend

Autumn FayreAutumn FayreAutumn FayreAutumn Fayre
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Evening with Ian Dewhirst

Thursday 14th November 7.00 pm 

Local Life in the Second World War

Pie and Peas served at 7.00 pm



Sunday Worship
& Young People

A warm welcome awaits you as we worship together

Details of Circuit Events and Services can be found 
in the Circuit News section of this Newsletter

Sep   1  10.30 am  Mrs Anne Mott
   8  10.30 am  Rev Terry Porter - Holy Communion
 15  10.30 am  Mrs Janet Clark - All Age Harvest Festival 
         7.30 pm  Ecumenical Heartbeat Service - Christ Church         
 22  10.30 am  Mr David Varley
         3.00 pm  Service at Oakworth Manor 
       7.00 pm  Louise Makin & Crossing the Bridge - Youth Service
 29  10.30 am  Mr Dewar Wishart
         6.00 pm  Ecumenical Service / Holy Communion - Christ Church

Oct   6  10.30 am  Church Stewards - Songs of Praise
 13  10.30 am  Louise Makin, Helen Hudson + Young People - 

All Age Prize Giving Praise Service 
 20  10.30 am  Rev Sandie Exley-Watts - 

Confirmation Service with Holy Communion

         7.30 pm  Ecumenical Heartbeat Service - Christ Church
 27  10.30 am  Rev David Cooke
         3.00 pm  Service at Oakworth Manor 
      
Nov   3  10.30 am  Rev Dr Lewis Burton
 10  10.00 am  Mrs Patricia Henny - 

Remembrance Sunday All Age Parade Service 
    10.45 am  Memorial Service at the Cenotaph
 17  10.30 am  Rev Sandie Exley-Watts - Holy Communion
         7.30 pm  Ecumenical Heartbeat Service - Christ Church
 24  10.30 am  Mrs Anne O’Shaughnessy         
         3.00 pm  Service at Oakworth Manor  

J.I.G.S.A.W. also meets at 10.30 am 

Creche facilities are available when required

from 8 September - All Children welcome
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Diary Dates

Tuesdays  12.15 pm Senior Citizens’ Luncheon Club
 

         SEPTEMBER 2013   
 Mon   2   7.30 pm Emmaus Planning Meeting - Manse
 Thu   5   7.30 pm Strategy Team Meeting - Church Lounge
 Sat   7      all day Keighley Show - Marley Playing Fields
 Sat   7 10.00 am District Synod - Brighouse Central Methodist Church
 Sun   8      all day Yorkshireman Off-Road Marathon - Haworth 
 Wed 10   1.45 pm Ladies’ Group: Home Clearance - Bill Kerr - Lounge
 Tue 17   7.30 pm Circuit Meeting - The Eldwick Church
 Wed 18   7.00 pm Wednesday Club - Visit to Keighley Star Centre
 Thu 26   3.15 pm Messy Church - in Church Hall
 Mon 30   7.30 pm Pastoral Committee - Church Lounge
 

            OCTOBER 2013   
 Fri   4   5.00 pm Pantomime Scripts issued - First read-through
 Sat   5 10.00-11.30 Sunshine Bags + Morning Coffee - Church Hall
 Mon   7   5.00 pm Pantomime Rehearsals start - in Church
 Tue   8   1.45 pm Ladies’ Group: Pressed Flowers - Shona Grey - Lounge
 Wed   9   7.30 pm Wednesday Club Film Evening / Faith Supper - Church
 Mon 21   7.30 pm Church Council - Church Lounge
 Thu 24   3.15 pm Messy Church - in Church Hall

          NOVEMBER 2013 
 Sat   2  10.00-1.00 Autumn Fayre + Lunch - in Church
 Wed 13   7.00 pm Ladies’ Group: Meal - at The Three Acres
 Thu 14   7.00 pm Wednesday Club - An Evening with Ian Dewhirst - 

Local Life in the Second World War - in Church
 Information for December Newsletter to David by this week please

 Thu 28   3.15 pm Messy Church - in Church Hall

           DECEMBER 2013   
 Tue   3 12.15 pm Senior Citizens’ Luncheon Club Christmas Lunch
 Wed   4   7.30 pm Wednesday Club - Christmas Belles - Keighley Playhouse
 Sat   7   2.00 pm Village Society Christmas Fair - Holden Hall

           FEBRUARY 2014   
 Sat 22  -  Sat 1 Mar   Pantomime - Aladdin - on stage in Church

Check our website for further information:  
www.OakworthMethodists.org



  Editor:  David J Howarth      01535 215784  

e-mail: DHowarth@OakworthMethodists.org16

Another glorious day for 
our annual Barbecue in 
July and a good time was 
had by a large number of 
friends of all ages in Jane 
and Andrew’s beautiful 
garden at Newsholme.

Barbecue


